BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY

THE HANSARD

The House Met on Wednesday 11th October 2017 at 2:57PM
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Clerk. 
MOTION
Completion of ECDE Classrooms and
Provision of requisite Materials across the County
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): We have a motion that was deferred to the afternoon. Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo you may proceed.

Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Madam Speaker. I beg to move a motion;
Aware that, part 2 of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya provides for the functions and powers of the County Government which includes pre-primary education, village polytechnics among others;

Further aware that, Article 174(f) provides for the objects of devolution which includes provision of proximate, easily accessible services throughout Kenya;

Acknowledging that, despite funds being allocated for the construction of ECDE centers in the County, most of them are yet to be completed;

Concerned that, some existing ECDE centers have not been properly equipped with many centers lacking proper furniture such as chairs, tables and other pertinent learning materials;

Disturbed that, if the situation is not addressed, many pupils will be disadvantaged bearing in mind that early childhood education forms an important foundation to the child’s future;

Now therefore and pursuant to the above, this House urges the County Government to complete all ECDE classes and to provide furniture and other requisite training materials for all ECDE centers across the County. 

 Madam Speaker, we know that ECDE is a role of the County Government and most of our areas have poor infrastructure on the side of ECD and the County Government has constructed a few. These classes are not equipped and I request the equipping of these classes because for the last four and a half years that we have been here, teachers have not been provided with teaching aids. 
Since we are starting to 2018/2019 Financial Year, I urge this House to support this motion so that the Budget Committee can consider the number of classrooms built and equip them. I thank God because most of the Hon. Members are teachers by profession and know what they have been experiencing in the rural areas. These kids are the leaders of tomorrow and our caretakers when we get old and therefore, a need to equip them with the necessary knowledge. I move the motion and call upon Hon. Ngotie to second. 
Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Madam Speaker. Before I second this motion, I will put an emphasis on it that we have three incomplete ECD’s in Ravine and the teachers have not been confirmedlike in other areas.
(Hon. Ng’otie Seconded)
(Question proposed)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Debate is open.

Hon. Makal: Madam Speaker…
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! Have I really given you the chance?
Hon. Makal: The gadget is showing me that you have given me the chance.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes but it is not obvious that it follows that. I thought Hon. Siriti had applied. Had you applied Hon. Siriti?
Hon. Siriti: Yes.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Go on Mhe. Siriti

(Hon. Chepsongol stands in his place)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes point of information.
Hon. Chepsongol: Madam Speaker, I think the procedures of this House depend on how fast you apply. When you see this…
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! Hon. Siriti caught my eye. Go on Mheshimiwa. 
Hon. Siriti: Madam Speaker, I second the motion by Hon. Cheboiwo because many of the ECDE’s built in our Wards are incomplete. They should be completed before embarking on other new projects. These ECD’s depend on Primary Schools and those far away from primary schools don’t get food and the County Government should consider the ECD feeding programme because those attached to Primaries depend on the National Government feeding programme.
Teacher to pupil ratio is very poor because we have baby class, middle class and top class. I urge the County Government to ensure that an ECD has three teachers because we have three classes. Thank you.
(Applause)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Aengwo.
Hon. Aengwo: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support this motion and as Hon. Cheboiwo said, ECD is the foundation of Education in any Country. Nevertheless, the Education Committee should take a bold step and assess the reason why the ECD’s are incomplete and what happened to the money allocated. For instance, 1.5 million was allocated but we have previously seen some that were allocated 1 million yet they are complete. Secondly, equipping these ECD’s is a brilliant idea but from my profession as a teacher, I can tell this House that a de-motivated teacher may not deliver. Our teachers are poorly remunerated and their salary is very low. You cannot compare their salaries with those of our house girls because they earn more than teachers. We should think of raising their salaries because a motivated teacher can even teach well under a tree. Teaching is a noble profession and it comes from the heart. 

Madam Speaker, we are turning our ECD’s to a day care because three year old kids just go there to play. I concur with the Education Cabinet Secretary about the baby class and for those of us who have done psychology; that is when a kid needs time with his parents the most and when he/she misses them they cry and going to the toilet is a problem. We are turning our teachers into maids in school.

(Applause)

The two classes are okay I am not in support of three classes. It is better to remunerate the two teachers well then leave the child under the care of the parent until he/she is more than four years old. 

 Madam Speaker, I am of the opinion of equipping the classes, but let us also get quality services from the teacher by giving them fair payment. I support this motion. Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon Tarus.
Hon. Tarus: I rise to support the motion. When you look at the 2013/14 reports, it is indicated that the projects are 90-100% complete but in real sense, they are incomplete. I have requested from the CEC a comprehensive report of 2013 to 2016 for which most of them are incomplete.

I am in support of completing all ECDE centers, and equip them and I urge this House to the motivation of these teachers as my colleague has put it for better service delivery. Sometimes ago, I asked an ECDE teacher how much was she earning but it ranges from Kshs 6000 to Kshs 8000 which is low. 

As Chair of Education Committee, I will address this so that they will be paid better salaries. The new curriculum, need us to employ two teachers because it is two classes the baby class will be scrapped. As Members of the Education Committee we need to do a fact finding mission including going around assessing the situation of complete and incomplete projects in our wards. 
The education sector is the mother of all the department and it needs a lot of seriousness. We are all of us here because of the education. Let us come together to see that these teachers are remunerated well. I support the motion.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Members if you have been given time to contribute, take the shortest time possible to allow others to contribute. Hon. Kebut

Hon. Kebut: Thank you Madam Speaker, I rise to support the motion. First, I want to congratulate the Hon. Cheboiwo for bringing this motion to the House. ECDE is the foundation of our children and if we nurture them well, we will not have problems in future because they will be in different fields. Madam Speaker, the County Government are currently constructing one classroom and are they ready to construct another one?

Secondly, there were some rush in building these classes prompting others not to be completed we should not even talk of equipping incomplete classes. Thirdly, we know that the teachers are not well paid and if one of the teachers get greener pasture are we ready to replace? Can another teacher be transferred to another school? Take a case in my Ward the two teachers went for maternity leave who is supposed to teach the children? If one of them passes away, are we supposed to hire or transfer another because I hear that they cannot be transfered.
I had a lady who used to teach in Tiaty but because of the insecurity issue she did not go back and was given temporary school to teach but when she was approached to go back, she refused then later she was sacked. This is to say that we are unfair to them because you do not understand the experience she got in the previous place of work. 

 We need to have a clear structures for these teachers so that they can also be transferred like any other civil servant.  Madam Speaker can we look at the terms of service of these teachers by also increasing their salaries. 

We want the County Government to act very fast in improving services like road, health facilities and water in Tiaty for it to be a good working environment for our people in Baringo County. Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Is it burning?

(Hon. Kimosop talks off record)
Hon. Kimosop: The order Madam Speaker is that I would be moving an amendment to this motion according to the Standing Order number 53. I will be seconded by the MCA Mogotio Ward. That is my appeal Madam Speaker. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Member for Mochongoi Ward the procedure is that; if you have an amendment bring it forward to the Clerk so that we see if the Members will support.

(Loud consultations)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Your amendment should be in writing then forward to the Clerk. Hon. Member of Kabarnet Ward.

Hon. Kibet: Thank you Madam Speaker I rise to support the motion and thank the Honourable from Kisanana Ward for bringing the motion touching on matters ECDE. ECDE touches all of us and we should have a strong foundation for our children. Equipping these ECDE centers is very important especially those that are complete despite the challenges.

Madam Speaker, the issue of staffing should be looked at in a different way. One class is not enough for children in towns like me. Visa Oshwal has almost five classes and when we talk of one teacher or two will not apply here. I suggest that we deal case by case maybe 40 pupils per one teacher.

In the rural areas we might be building two classes for middle and top class only but in some of this areas like in towns we should consider adding those buildings because we want to accommodate all our kids.

Madam Speaker also in that line because I sympathize with my friend Hon. Kebut who said that his teachers both of them were blessed and all of them had to go for that important occasion.  Now maybe in future as we employ teachers we have to look at the gender issue because maybe the male counterpart may not or even if they will require this period to see what is happening at home they may not require more time compared to the ladies. So maybe in such situations we can have a balanced employment scenario? I don’t see why they put it as if it is only women who should teach in those ECD centers, we also have men who can teach. 

Madam Speaker, our teachers in ECD are suffering, we have the salary issue, and we have the transfer issue.  I think it is time we advocate for unions the ECD teachers must have their own union so that they can agitate for their rights.

I know my friend here the Member of Saimo/Kipsaraman is alive to this fact of union advocacy.  I really expected him to talk about this one but since I am also interested to be a teacher, I think they can still allow me to go for training. 

I want to advocate for ECD teachers to have their own union, we will see the necessary process that we can do for them so that their rights can be addressed, and the salary for Kshs. 7000 is not what we want. This House should look in to that. If we want to have good leaders for tomorrow.  I support this motion. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes the Hon. Member for Ilchamus.
Hon. Leparsalach: Thank you Madam Speaker. I also rise to support the motion and I would start by saying that if I am to be asked a teacher who played a big role in my life I would say it is my ECD teacher because by then you are very young, you could do anything contrary to the wishes of the environment but he doesn’t care he goes ahead and helps you.

May I continue and say that despite the fact that we have so many ECD centers in our Wards there is one mistake that I have not noticed and that is the design of the classrooms. Sometimes you find that the classes are too small and others are too big.

Others have some small offices and others do not have, my wonder is do we have standards?  Do we have proper designs for these classrooms?  If we have them we need to adhere to these standards. The designs of the Ministry of Education is that windows should not have any metals so that in case of any calamity or any danger and the door is not open then the teacher can push the kids through the windows. We need to look in to that.
Secondly Madam Speaker, Members have really talked at length about the remuneration of teachers and their terms of employment, and sometimes we are told that they are employed on a contract. A contract must have a duration which can be renewed and you cannot renew a contract for more than three times and I am sure that there are very young ladies and gentlemen that it’s very possible to renew the contract for more than three times. 

We need to look into their terms of employment because this is a devolved unit and squarely falls on us, they also need to be remunerated according to their qualifications, because it is very strange to find a teacher with a diploma in ECD and the one who a form four leaver are earning the same salary.  We need to motivate them if we need to get good services from them.  Madam Speaker we also need to move with speed to make sure those young kids gets quality education that every child in the world is supposed to get. Thank you Madam Speaker. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay. Hon. Member of Kabartonjo Ward.

Hon. Kipchew: Thank you Madam Speaker. I rise to support this motion. I want to congratulate the Hon. Member from Kisanana for bringing this motion to the House. Madam Speaker it has been long since the CED teachers have been in the field with poor pay.

I am of the opinion that the chairman of Education to bring to the House the actual pay or salary that is given to the teachers. We are hearing that others earn Kshs. 6,000, others earn Kshs. 7,000 and maybe the figure might be lower than that or slightly above that.

I wish if we could be given the actual payment for those teachers. On the side of classes as it has been put forward that there are some classes that are complete and others have not yet started yet the contract was given way back three or four years down the line. 

I am of the opinion that we need to be given the number of classes that have been built in the whole County, and the number of those that have not been built and the number of the classrooms that are expected. 

This will help us to know that such and such a school needs one class but what we know as we are talking now those schools that were given classes to be build there is only one class per school meaning there is a deficit of one class.

Madam Speaker, I wish that we be given the data so that we know how many schools have been constructed, how many are complete, how many have not been completed and how many are about to be completed.

Madam Speaker,  when we come to the issue of ECD teachers, that we have been told that others came on temporary transfers and because of the insecurity issues in the places of work but it is unfortunate that if somebody decides not to go back because of that particular reason in that particular area we are wondering if that is sucking that particular person.

Maybe the person is not well because you cannot force someone to go and teach in an area where he/she experienced insecurity problems. If that teacher is known we need to advocate for that particular teacher to returned to work because it was not his mistake and he/she be given a comfortable place of work. 

Otherwise we have Hon. Aengwo who is the advocate of teachers, maybe for the time being can the ECD teachers also be included in the Kenya National Union of Teachers so that as they prepare themselves the Kenya National Union of Teachers can also advocate for them. I support the Motion.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes what is your point of order Mheshimiwa.

Hon. Makal: Thank you Madam Speaker. Is it in order for the Hon. Member to hand over our County teachers to Teachers Service Union? I think they should understand the function of the County Government.  I want to say this is a devolved function…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! The Hon. Member you were standing on a point of order. 

Hon. Makal: Yes it is like that Madam Speaker but I need to tell these Hon. Members who are teachers that they cease to be teachers and be Members of the Baringo County Assembly.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):  Order. I think now you are debating and you are out of order yourself. Mheshimiwa you know the Hon. Member from Kabartonjo Ward is a unionist as well as the Hon. Member from Saimo/Kipsaraman. 

I think they just wanted to make sure that the welfare of the ECD teachers is okay, he is in line with the motion. Just to be very fair, I have seen you Hon. Kimitei but let us first of all give to Hon. Tuwit then I will come back to you.

Hon. Tuwit: Thank you Madam Speaker, I stand to support this motion but with few amendments. First of all…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order Member! You know the procedure for amendments.  

Hon. Tuwit: Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me support this motion without amendments. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Proceed!
Hon. Tuwit: Madam Speaker, I thank the Hon. Cheboiwo for coming up with this motion at this time. I support what the motion says that we need completed ECD to be equipped and the incomplete ECDs to be completed.

Madam Speaker, a complete class with pupils but without a remunerated teacher is not a complete class.  Madam Speaker we know that we have built a lot of ECDs and most of them are complete with children but the teachers who were employed by this County are not paid.

Madam Speaker you will get a teacher going to school once in a month or once in a week, if you ask him or her why he/she doesn’t go they say that the reason is that they are not paid or there is no money. As a County Madam Speaker, and because this is a devolved function we want to make our ECDs complete.

Instead of us giving secondary schools bursaries, building primary school classes, that is not our function. Our function is making our ECD classes complete and successful with three classes that is baby, middle and top class because that is our mandate. I support. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Elizabeth Kipsang. Order Hon. Koech Put off your microphone. 

Hon. Elizabeth: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the motion by saying that we need to actually see to it that the ECD classes are well equipped. At the same time Madam Speaker I don’t see people considering the child care facility.

This is because Madam Speaker, for even our primary school teachers they have young children so we have to have child care facilities attached to our ECD centers. Madam Speaker because this is one of the functions of this department.

At the same time when you look at our ECD classes despite the fact that some are complete but the contractors who did this work did shoddy work, so you would see that there are some ECD classes which are well constructed while others are not well constructed.

So Madam Speaker if there are contractors who did shoddy work can we blacklist them in this House so that they are not given work anymore at the same time Madam Speaker, we should also consider the distance you cannot allocate to an ECD center in Tiaty Kshs. 1 million and at the same time you allocate Kshs. 1 million to a project in Baringo central.

We need to consider the distance of transporting materials because it differ, so as the allocation for ECD centers in different Sub-Counties vary,  for example if we allocate Kshs. 1 million to Baringo Central we allocate Kshs. 1.5 million to a project in Tiaty, so that the contractor can also do good work. I support the motion.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Charles Bowen. 
Hon. Bowen: Thank you Madam Speaker. First of all I want to thank the Hon. Member who introduced this important motion as far as education is concerned. I also thank the County Government for having built the classrooms that we are talking about now.

These classrooms were not there, immediately these schools were operational and teachers were employed parents enjoyed a lot because they were paying very little. Children were not even learning the other times because every time they were being sent home for school fees.I also thank the Hon. Members who were there in the previous Government and introduced the building of these classrooms, they did commendable job. 

Personally I do not want to say that teachers who are currently teaching are being underpaid; they were less under paid previously.  They were being paid around Kshs. 1,000 or Kshs. 2,000 and you are now talking about Kshs.7,000 

This is the County which recommends the amount of money that the teachers are supposed to be paid, you don’t have to say that teachers are supposed to be paid, by who? You are the ones to recommend that the salaries that we used to give to this teachers was little. And the teacher’s does good work so we may increase their salaries to Kshs. 10,000 or Kshs. 15,000 and we make a budget.

What is the component of quality education?  One of them is the teacher, pupils, playing fields and the equipment like the teaching aids but these things are not there and this are some of the facilities to ensure that our schools have.

Madam Speaker,  we do not want to build as many classrooms as possible before we first equip the first ones that are in operation. Secondly we want this Hon. House to make a structure of education including the preschools. 

It is true that the preschools are under the County Government, we want to have a structure where we have an officer who is in charge.  We have a director and also an inspector to go round these schools to find out what is being taught at the schools. We would like to establish a syllabus so that we know what the children are being taught. 

Currently teachers are still teaching and well they may not be much frustrated the way people say but they need to be motivated. We should make sure that the budget committee and the education committee allocates money to these ECDs.

I urge the Hon. Members of this House that let us do a proper structuring of these preschools  because it is the foundation, education is an investment and we cannot get this if we cannot teach  these  young children in a better way. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Member of Mochongoi in the mean time you be ready to bring your amendments but so far I will be very unfair if I will not give any Member from Eldama Ravine. I have seen you Hon. Cheserem but let me first give to Hon. Koech Member of Lembus Kwen.

Hon. Koech: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the motion and want to add something on the issue of teachers, it has not been long since we were elected and when I went round my Ward many teachers were approaching me on the issue of employment.

I am informed that some teachers are earning money and they don’t have schools to teach in, so may I say that let us have a commission or a committee that will go round investigating whether that matter is true and if it is true an action be taken so that the money which has been paid to the said teachers can be given back to the County. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Kimosop you may read the motion with the proposed amendments.

Hon. Kimosop: Madam Speaker, I had risen earlier to move some amendments to this motion and I fully support this motion except some few amendments that I want to propose which have brought before you.

Madam Speaker I will first start by congratulating you because I think this is the first time in the Assembly that we are having a Madam Speaker in Chair and it is in order to congratulate you and also on your way of catching the eye of the Hon. Members, as opposed to these gadgets which sometimes malfunctions.  Your way of catching the eye and also distributing speakers to talk is splendid. Please share that in the Speakers panel so that it can be emulated.

These are the two amendments I want to move and reading the mood of the House, it is clear that the renumeration of ECDE teachers is at the heart of…

My amendment Madam Speaker is and I want to refer Members who are reading this document, it comes immediately after the second line of the second paragraph first amendment is;
i. Important to note that the remuneration of ECDE teachers has been inadequate
In the last paragraph I have an amendment that reads;
ii. And that further, the County Government embarks on the process of reviewing the remuneration of the ECDE teachers to comply with the existing labour laws.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):  Hon. Member it is in order for you to read the entire motion including your amendments. 

Hon. Kimosop: Yes then the entire motion will read;
Aware that, part 2 of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya provides for the functions and powers of the County Government which includes pre-primary education, village polytechnics among others;
Further aware that, Article 174(f) provides for the objects of devolution which includes provision of proximate, easily accessible services throughout Kenya;

Important to note that the remuneration of ECDE teachers has been inadequate;
(The sentence added)

Acknowledging that, despite funds being allocated for the construction of ECDE centers in the County, most of them are yet to be completed;

Concerned that, some existing ECDE centers have not been properly equipped with many centers lacking proper furniture such as chairs, tables and other pertinent learning materials;

Disturbed that, if the situation is not addressed, many pupils will be disadvantaged bearing in mind that early childhood education forms an important foundation to the child’s future;

Now therefore and pursuant to the above, this House urges the County Government to complete all ECDE classes and to provide furniture and other requisite training materials for all ECDE centers across the County. 

And that further, the County Government embarks on the process of reviewing the remuneration of the ECDE teachers to comply to the existing labour laws. I beg to move.
(The sentence added)

 Madam Speaker from the contributions earlier by the Hon. Members on remuneration of ECDE teachers is critical. I congratulate the Hon. Cheboiwo for bringing this important motion which is timely and touches the whole county. It is not a favor that ECDE teachers were earning a thousand shillings from parents but it is a constitutional and it is our function as County Government. 

As we budget we should make this a resolution as a House that their salaries need to be regulated like other staff in the county according to labour laws. Many contributions have been made by the Hon. Members I do not have to talk much. I request Hon. Charles Kosgei to second.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Charles Kosgei.
Hon. Kosgei: I rise to second and support the motion Madam Speaker. To add to what my colleague has said is that some ECDE teachers are paid by parents like 300 shillings per month which is too low to purchase daily necessities.

The County Government pays about 7000 shillings per month where the labour laws paid worker that is house help are paid 7500 shillings per month. I request that we adapt what Hon. Kimosop has said and pay our ECDE teachers fairly. Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order Members these are amendment and we have to follow the due procedure. 

(Question of the Amendment Proposed)

Debate on amendment is open. Hon. Member from Saimo/Soi.
Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Madam Speaker. I have been missing to contribute not because I didn’t have anything since morning but it is like there is balancing of regions but nevertheless I want to bring to the attention of Members the following issues.

I being one of the Members of the County Educating Board, whenever we have meetings we have been having problems because the CO and the CEC in charge of Education and ICT in this County are fellows that are not experts. 

It is my prayer and now that we have not even approved the CECs and the COs. I hope that they will consider somebody who has expertise in education matters and I know most of these problems will be taken care of.

Madam Speaker, I want to request that the department of education to also consider investigation or findings about the ECD situation in this County. If the Committee will be given an opportunity as per this amendment, they should investigate the issue of remuneration or payments of the CED teachers because they are not paid according to their educational achievements.

They are all employed as ECD teachers and others have certificates, others have diplomas and others have degrees and they earn the same amount of money. Can you imagine that scenario after learning and laboring for that long some are even continuing with masters and they have not been considered differently to show that they have actually attained certain levels of education. Another thing also that I would like to bring to your attention because of this motion is the registration of the ECD centers, some of them…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order Member! Let us confine ourselves to the debate on the amendment to the original motion. So we are now debating the amendment to the motion. We will resume of course to the main motion. 

Hon. Cheserem: Thank you. For the amendment to the motion I support Madam Speaker. This is because for now it is even in part of what I wanted to contribute on. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes Hon. Member for Emining Ward.

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the amendment of the motion by saying that by increasing the pay that the ECD teachers are getting, we are going as per what we were promising our people during campaigns. Most of these Member especially those who went for campaigns you find that you promised something especially those places where you were asking votes from were either a school or a center.

But in every occasion we were being told that the ECD teachers are really suffering from the low pay, like the Members have said that it is around Kshs. 7,000 or 8,000 that is really very low. In that regard if this Assembly is going to consider through a budget increasing the salary of these ECD teachers I am telling you all of us will come back to this House. 

I am saying this because most of them were complaining that the County is paying them peanuts and when this motion came and amendment have been proposed, it is going to be good. It is also like that we have complied with the labor laws where we don’t want to pay some people some amount of money and even  below what the  Government or what the National Standards want for teachers pay.

I support this motion and as we continue, I am requesting that we also consider the completion of those ECD classes.  I know it is not in the amendment but in the main motion because we find some classes were built since the year 2013 and they are incomplete up to now. So the ECD teachers as much as they may want to offer their services well, these issues can also affect their work. I support the amendment. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Thank you. I don’t want us to debate so much on the amendment so let us dispose off the amendment. I now want to put a question to the amendment. 

(Question of the amendment put and agreed to)

We will now resume to the main motion as amended. Hon. Member of Bartabwa Ward. 
Hon. Chepsongol: Asante sana Mheshimiwa Spika. Naunga mkono huu mwada kwamba kulingana na sheria abayo imeeandikwa hapo juu kuhusu mambo ya ugatuzi,  Mheshimiwa Spika yale maneno yote ambayo yametajwa kwa mswada ambayo Waheshimiwa wameweza kuchangia ni kwamba haikuweza kuenda kulingana na sheria,  vilevile kulingana na vile mambo ya ugatuzi ilivyowekwa.

Mheshimiwa Spika nataka kusema ya kwamba mambo mengi hayakufanyika kulingana na mujibu wa sheria na sitaweza kulaumu ama singependa kutoa lawama na kulaumu wale wajumbe wa kwanza kwa kutofanya vile sharia inavyotaka.

Ni katika ile hali ya pengine tulikua bado tunajifunza mambo mengi mageni. kwahivyo nataka kuungana na wenzangu kwamba hii ndio wakati ambayo sisi kama wajumbe wa Kaunti hii tuweze kuya weka mambo kwa njia ambayo inatakikana ama kwa mjibu wa sheria.

Kwa hivo nataka niseme ya kwamba shida moja ambayo iliweza kutukabili ni kwamba zile ahadi ambazo tuliweza kuwapa wapiga kura kwambatukichaguliwatutafanya Mheshimiwa Spika,  tulipofikahapa. Tulipeanaahadinatukafanya mambo nahatukuwezakuchunguza.

Mambo mingi ambayo mawaziri tuliowaajiri na tukawapitisha wengi wao walikua na ujuzi kwasababu pengine mtu ni mwalimu tukaingiza katika wizara ya elimu. Tuliweka mwalimu na tulipoweka mwalimu tukafikiria kwamba angeelewa hiyo kazi. 

Tulipompea kazi yeye sasa akawa kizuizi kubwa kwa wizara yake. Nani angetueleza kwamba mwalimu wachekechea mshahara yake nikiasi hicho? Ni Yule ambaye alipewa kazi. Kwa hivo nataka nieleze wajumbe ambao walikua walimu katika bunge hili na wakatuangusha kwa mambo ya elimu,  vile pia  mumeshtumu nataka niwapongeze. Kilamtuanezaanguka Mheshimiwa Spika.  Sasa hivi tumeerevuka Mheshimiwa Spika na hatuwezi kusema tena kwamba yule mtu ambaye amesomea hiyo kazi ni lazima ajue zaidi. Kumbe ata mtu ambaye hajasomea kazi hiyo anewezaboresha zaidi. 

Mheshimiwa Spika naunga mkono mjadala huu kwamba sisi ambao tumeweza kuchaguliwa ili zile miradi abazo ziliweza kuanzishwa na wale wajumbe wa kwanza ni lazima tuone ya kwamba zimeweza kukamilikana vile vyombo ambavyo vinatakikana kuwekwa kwa madarasa ziwekwe. Hililitawezakuboreshamasomoyashuleyachekechea Mheshimiwa Spika. 

Mheshimiwa Spika, Mjumbe wa Lembus ambaye alitaja kuwa pengine tuneweza kuwa na tume iweze kutembea na kuchunguza iwapo kuna walimu ambao wanapata mishahara bila kufanya kazi,  huenda wako mimi sitaweza kudhibitisha kwamba kuta kuwepo.

Mheshimiwa Spika labda tukienda sehemu zetu zapengine labda  Tiaty,  sehemu za Baringo North ama mahali popote ambapo kulikua na shida ya usalama, watu pengine walihama kwasababu ya utovu wa usalama na huyu mwalimu pengine hungetarajia darasa tupu, angefunza nini mawe ama nyumba.

Mheshimiwa Spika kwasababu ya kuhofia maisha yake hata naye anatoroka, kwa hiyvo wakati tunaposema tunataka tuchunguze lazm atuzingatie mambo kama haya,  na kama hawa walimu walikua kwa sehemu ambazo usalama ulikua bora basi wachukuliwe hatua.

Mambo haya ambayo Mjumbewa Lembus Mheshimiwa Koech ametaja pengine mambo ya
sheria yatafuatwa na pengine yule ambaye atakua amepokea mshahara bila kufanya kazi achukuliwe hatua pia.

Mheshimiwa Spika naomba Bunge hii I hasa wakati huu ambao tunatarajia kutengeneza bajeti ya mwaka 2018/19 kwamba tunapo pitisha hoja hii ambayo Mheshimiwa wa Kisanana ameleta katika bunge hili, tuzingatie wakati tunapoweka pesa kwa kila idara tuweze kuona kwamba tumeweka pesa kwa idara ya elimu ili tuweze kuboresha maisha ya walimu.  Vile vile tuweze kuona kwamba tumeweka vifaa yakutosha katika hizo madarasa.

Mheshiwa Spika tukiweza sema hapa vile vile itafikawa kati ambapo tutasema wale wanakamati wabajeti na ningeomba Mheshimiwa mwenyekiti na wale wote ambao ni wanakamati watilie maana nina na amini ya kwamba Mheshimiwa mwenyekiti wa idara ya elimu ako pamoja nasisi na nilazima wakati wanapoketi chini na Affisa Mkuu ama katibu katika wizara hiyo ya elimu aweze kuona kwamba wameweka pesa ya kutosha.  
Na hiyo ni lazima tupitishe kupitia bajeti ambayo tunatarajia mwaka huu unaoisha. Naamini ya kwamba sisi wote ambao tumeweza kuchangia tumeona kuwa walimu wachekechea wanapata mshahara kidogo sheria ya wafanyikazi hairuhusu mwalimu kupata chini ya shilingi elfu saba na miatano na sio walimu pekee lakini mtu yeyote yule.

Mheshimiwa Spika ningependa kuomba waheshimiwa kwamba kuna jambo pengine lilitupatia taswishi kidogo sikuzile. Tukitaka kuajiri waalimu watu wakapeleka Makaunti Kotini,  watuwa KNUT wakisema kwamba msiajiri walimu sababu serikali kuu ndio inaajiri walimu, hiyo ikaleta shida kwa Kaunti zingine. 

Kaunti zingine wakasema wacha waangalie kidogo kumbe hawakufikia ile kiwango ambacho iliku inatakikana ifikiwe kwa hivo.  Mheshimiwa Spika naomba kwamba tunapopitisha mambo ya bajeti tena tuzingatie kwamba wanafunzi wapewe chakula.

Pesa zitengewe chakula cha watoto wa chekechea sababu hizi shule zakibinafsi wanaweka pesa ya chakula. Watoto wanakuja shule kufika saa saba wanapewa chakula cha mchana alafu wanalala saa tisa wanaamshwa. 

Hiyo inafanya watu wengi kupeleka watoto wao katika shule za kibinafsi lakini sasa mwananchi wakawaida hataweza?  Tunataka kuboresha zetu za serikali pia  ili mwananchi yule wakawaida ambaye hawezi kufikia kiwango cha shule za kibinafsi aweze kufurahia hizi za serkali pia.

Mheshimiwa Spika nataka ni kushukuru ni kushukuru kwa nafasi hiyo ambayo umenipa hili niweze kuchangia na ni kwamba ningesema ninaunga hoja hili kwamba tuweze kupitisha. Naningeomba Mhe. Spika kunao Kamati ambayo imeundwa na tayari tuko na mwenyekiti wake Mhe. Ngotie Mwakilishi wa Wadi ya Eldama Ravine. Kwamba tukimaliza hoja hili tupitishe na ninataka iharakishwe Mhe. Spika tuone ya kwamba imetekelezwa. Mhe. Spika ninawachia hapo nikisema ya kwamba ninaliunga mkono hoja hili hasante sana Mhe. Spika.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): I was almost cutting you short since it was a long contribution. Let us make it brief Members. Okay is that Hon. Julia? Hon. Lemlem. Okay I was just looking around to see whether I can see a lady.

Hon. Lemlem: Thank you Madam Speaker for giving me the opportunity to contribute. I want to support the Motion in totality and I will be very brief. I want to start with the remuneration of the ECD teachers. This is a big issue and as much as we are looking at addition of money to them in terms of salary, I think it will be proper to recommend that the County Government create a proper scheme for the ECD teachers. This proper scheme will look into the issues of the various education levels that our ECD teachers have. You will realize that some have certificates and others degrees.

So a proper scheme will look at the ceiling levels in which the various category of training teachers will be remunerated and again it will also lock out some of the teachers which I am aware. There are some untrained teachers who are still teaching our children.

 I will also want to support that as much as we look into the motivation of the teachers, we also need to motivate this children and the motivation will come as a results of providing them with food and also providing them with materials to play while they are in school. Another thing that I would also want to contribute on the same is on the issue of construction of the ECDs, some were poorly constructed. An example is an ECD centre in Kimau. While I was going round during my campaign period, I realized that it was poorly constructed. The roof was blown off due to poor construction. 

 I would also want to consider what the Hon. Member for Ilchamus said that it seems that the contractors never followed a certain standard when building this centres. So you realize some were small, some are big, some have metal grills on the windows and so for us to have a seamless or a proper way of engaging this issue is that maybe the committee o implementation or a committee is formed to look into all anomalies that arose from the previous government when the contractors were constructing this centers so that once we fix the issue of construction anomaly.  We also now make recommendation on the issue of a proper scheme on teachers remuneration.

And Finally Madam Speaker, it is very important to note that these children that go for Early Childhood Education are young and they still need a ground for playing and developing their skills in terms of creativity. So it’s quite important also to include this other accessories that the children will have within the ECD centres whereby they can play and they can also enjoy their development stage on creativity not only in education. I am also aware that the National Government are looking into the issue of education policy, standards and curriculum which the County Government is not mandated to tackle so ours is to tackle the issue of ECD centres and the remuneration of teachers that our children will get better foundation in education. I beg to support.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Member for Barwessa Ward.

Hon. Rono: Thank you Madam Speaker, I just want to touch on some few issues because Hon. Members have really exhausted on this point. I would like to urge the Chair of Education Committee to look into or come up with a standardized kind of ECD so that we can know the number of classes that an ideal ECD requires.  for example the scenario in place now like one ECD class per centre. That means if we require three so you will be needed after allocating that centre this year then next year you will need to come back again. So I would have like the chair to come up with a standard so that when we allocate one ECD centre we do it completely so that we will not come back to the same ECD centre.

Secondly,  I will actually again say something or to add on what Hon. Member for Kabarnet said that as we standardize we have to remember that some other ECDs centres are more populated than others so that when we say maybe one or classes per ECD centre we have  to remember that others might even require more than six.

Thirdly, there is something it looks like we are not really touching on is the ECD centres office whereby maybe the teacher operates because I don’t belief they operate from classes but they need a small office. 
Fourthly I would like we look into other parameters like now an ECD teacher who is in a Sub- County like Tiaty requires some motivation maybe the a good risk allowance and house allowance. To add on it maybe we provide food to them because I was actually on that side the other day and I realized unless you move with a whole granary you will not even survive there for a week. Unless we have a mobile granary for our staffs. So we need actually when we are considering them to ensure they have food as a motivation.

 I will just stress on the issue of food and I want this Hon. House like the National Government where they feed primary schools in other parts like the arid areas of this Country, we need to feed these children who are in ECD. I belief this is someone who is needed to be there for around 6 to 8 hours and he or she is a young person who regularly eat at his home. Now you subject him or her maybe to one or no meal, what will be the scenario there? So we need to feed these guys.

 I would like to ask the Chair also to come up with a staff audit programme so that we can know how many teachers at the moment we have and how many we need to hire so that we become relevant and meet the demands of our people. I want to go maybe to the salaries. 

I can imagine that one director in the Ministry of Education is being paid more than Kshs 200,000. He or she has a maid whom she pays Kshs 7,000 comparing to our ECD teachers who are earning Kshs 7,000. The child of the director is being handled by one maid paid Kshs 7,000 and  now this ECD teacher handles 30 children who have their parents  paying maids individually Kshs 7,000 and now he or she  is handling a whole class of 30 children and being paid equivalent to what a house earns it is obnoxious . 

We need to come up with a standard and look into their remuneration and implement it so that this House will be a House which does things that are being implemented. So I urge also the Committee on Implementation so that we will not be asking this question next time. We need when a Motion has been passed, be implemented so that we tackle other issues and we move forward. Because without implementation we will be coming back again to be talking about this things and we have no time for this, thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay I will give Hon. Member of Loyamoruk Ward and then the mover of the Motion should be ready to reply.

Hon.Losile: Okay Madam Speaker, I stand to support the Motion. I think this Motion has been supported enough and we are almost exhausting it but there is one thing I want to add. Okay as we consider the completion of the ECD classrooms, we need also to consider that these kids are very young and they come from very humble background. Like in Tiaty the kids walk for long distance and to consider their distance I think also we should have water within the school compound. So I am urging this House that as we consider other things like we have mentioned, we need also to consider to put a very big water tan to harvest rain water. 

So that is my suggestion and since these kids are very young they play around, soil themselves and also feel sleepy after eating. So I hope we are going to agree that we need to support this Motion and also we consider all this things. We all have young kids at our homes so let us treat these young kids as your own child. So all the things that you give to your child lets also consider to these ECD children, thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay I can’t see any other Member who is applying to contribute so I now call on the mover to reply

Hon. Cheboiwo: Okay thank you Madam Speaker. First I want to thank all the Members who have contributed positively and those who have contrary opinion. Madam Speaker I also want to thank the Hon. Member from Mochongoi Ward for amending the Motion to fit the entire system of ECDs. Madam Speaker I realized along the way that Members majored on the remuneration of the CED teachers. 

I thought of equipping the classrooms because most of the ECD centres wherever you go there, you will realize that most of the teachers have no teaching aids. The pupils have nothing to use as learning materials. Madam Speaker, I kindly request the department of Education with their CEC and CO to make sure that they approach Sarah Serem so that they can give us guidelines on payment of the ECD teachers. 

I know previously we just followed this issue and we were told that ECD teachers’ salary is not is not standardized and they need to be standardized across the Country because Madam Speaker we know that to increase this salary is very easy but we will be affected on the recurrent budget. For that recurrent to be recovered by the County Government, we need to have something to anchor on which is funds as per Sarah Serem’s circular. Madam Speaker I humbly request all these Members to support this Motion in full, thank you Madam Speaker

 (Question Put and agreed to)

ADJOURNMENT

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay. Congratulation Members for passing this Motion and congratulation also to the Member who brought the Motion. Members, there is just one thing which I noted when we were debating this Motion. There are pertinent issues one or two which ought to come through questions which are addressed or directed to the Chairs, for example that ECD teacher who was sacked should actually come in form of a question. One other thing Members, which I want to remind you is that as a matter of rules and procedures in the House, if you want to exit or if you are coming in to the House, you stand right in the middle of the House so that you bow. I observed that there are Members who bow somewhere near the door before they came to the middle of the floor.

Order Members, this House adjourns until tomorrow Thursday at 2:30pm.

The House rose at 4:35PM.
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