BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD
The House met on 4th October 2017 at 2:50 PM

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk!
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

Hon. Members I can see that there is still some activities on the floor; I encourage the Hon. Members to take their seats. Thank you Hon. Members. As you recall in the morning we had to break and do some important exercise of electing the chairmen of all the committees.
I now have a reason to believe that all the committees are now dully constituted that the standing committees six of them do have their chairs and the Sectorial committees twelve of them have their chairs. So now business should go on as envisaged. Next order!
STATEMENTS

Stalled and Incomplete Projects

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): There was a statement that was requested by Hon. Selemoi and I imagine that the Leader of Majority is ready with the answer. Yes the Leader of Majority.
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Thank you Mr. Speaker. As per the question from the Hon. Member Ameja Selemoi, the question is too big and requires a lot of research. Mr. Speaker I am asking for more time.
Hon. Lotela: Mr. Speaker is it in order for the Member to question the question being put as big? How big is that big Mr. Speaker? 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I have heard your point of order Hon. Member for Silale. 

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker the question involves many departments for example Water, Roads and it is a very wide question Mr. Speaker which requires more time. Mr. Speaker I still beg for one week so that I can table to this House a very comprehensive report. Thank you.
(Hon. Makal stands in his place)

Hon. Makal: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Is it in order for the Hon. Majority Leader to ask for more time and yet first assignment as a Majority Leader is to show good example. He has alredy failed to deliver Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Chepsongol you want to inform us something?

Hon. Chepsongol: Mr. Speaker, remember that today we had the elections of the chairs to the various committees and Mr. Speaker you know that the Governor is yet to constitute the Cabinet.
The current CECs are not even ready with the work so Mr. Speaker bear with the Majority Leader.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Members I think… is there anyone who has something to say? Yes Hon. Parkei. What is that, a point of order?
Hon. Parkei: A point of information Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Okay, proceed.

Hon. Parkei: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I just want to assist the Leader of Majority. Checking the magnitude of this question, it does not need one week. Last time I was a Member of this House and if you see the projects for the five financial years, you cannot get answers in one week. So Mr. Speaker you can give him some more time for him to bring a very comprehensive report. 
Mr. Speaker, you know that maybe the Governor will constitute a cabinet next week and the committee on Appointments will go and vet the appointees. It will take a lot of time and you know that the current CECs are reluctant to do this work. We are hoping that the new CECs will take action to bring this answer Mr. Speaker sir.   So it is good for the Majority Leader to be given more time.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members, I can see that the Majority Leader has many sympathizers. You have said in uncertain terms that you only need one week but many believe that that one week is not enough for you.  You said the reason as to why you did not have an answer today is because the question is too ‘big’.
(Laughter)

You didn’t say that you did not manage to get the answers. The Chair takes notice of what is happening in the County and the Leader of Majority knows that. I am also alive to the fact of the happenings of the County and I am also alive to the fact that the CECs who are supposed to give the answers and the records are yet to come to office.
I can see the anxiety of the Majority Leader to give the answers next week and the same energy was exhibited last week when he promised to bring the answer this week which is today. So I think in the interest of time and being a live of all this it makes sense to give you some more time.
So Majority Leader you needed one week, your sympathizers thinks that you need more. So how long do you need to be given? 
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker one month is enough. After the short recess.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Is there a point of order Hon. Kibet?

Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I like the passion of the Majority Leader but time is of essence. The questions put to him are serious ones. I expected even a single attempt. The idea that the CECs are still not in place, there are people still working in those offices.
Some of the questions like completed, abandoned those are statements that you can seek from the relevant offices. So I expected the Majority Leader to give us something but since he has requested for time I think one month is not what I want to hear.
He needs a maximum of two weeks. Mr. Speaker the House Business or the work of this House must be taken seriously.  I can see the Leadership laughing and I wonder because this is a serious matter. Mr. Speaker I am allowing and I am gracious enough to give the Majority Leader two weeks and at least he should come up with something; the questions are four,  come with even two answers so that we can reason. Thank you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Is there a point of information. Yes Hon. Tochim. Hon. Tochim are you Okay with technology?
Hon. Tochim: Yes I am Mr. Speaker. I want to say what I wanted last time but you said we cannot comment because I came from the wrong direction and that was just after he requested for one week.
Hon. Members it is good to be realistic, this question he will not answer that question even in one month. The question is asking him to give a review of five years for every Ward and every year for every project.
In my Ward; Tenges I am still going through these projects. So it is very hard for the Majority Leader to give a report of every Ward in Baringo County. So it is good to allow him to have more time…
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): There is a point of order, who came early? Yes Hon. Makal.

Hon. Makal: Mr. Speaker, this House is taking a different direction. Is it in order for the Hon. Member to say that they cannot get this information and they have been trying? I want to tell the Hon. Member that these are things that are in the computers.
You just go to the department and get the information and let’s say if it is five ECD classes in each department it is there in the record at the County Government office.  Mr. Speaker it is something which is there. 
Mr. Speaker I forgive the Majority Leader because this is the first time, let us just give him two weeks or one and half weeks. We need to work in order to represent the people even the Hon Members who are new need to know the projects which are in their Wards.
It is for your own good Hon. Members so that you can know what is happening. So Mr. Speaker I request the Majority Leader to assist this House even me I need to know more even if I was there last term. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you very much. Was there any other?

Hon. Kakerel: Point of order Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order. Hon. Member it is not in the provisions to say point of order at this time. But it is okay. Let us see who was the first in line, Yes Hon. Betty. 
Hon. Birchogo: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I want to believe that all of us are aware that these things... we are not sending the Majority Leader to go to the field and research. There are records in the  COs or the CECs office we can find them with the secretariat of these offices because this information is in the computers, it is even available to the public. It is very absurd when the Majority Leader tells us that he wants two weeks or a month to bring the report, a month is needed to build a classroom, thank you Mr. Speaker sir. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member did you have a point? 

Hon. Kakerel: Bwana Spika nataka kuongezea ya kwamba Waheshimiwa waliochaguliwa afadhali wawe wakiuliza maswali kuhusu Wadi zao  kuliko waulize waswali ambazo zinahusu Kaunti nzima na haiwezekani kwamba kiongozi wa wengi anaweza kupata hilo jibu kwa siku mbili ama tatu. Tuseme ukweli kwamba tunataka kusaidia kila Ward na ninaomba waheshimiwa waliochaguliwa, wazingatia Ward zao kwa kupata kujua miradi  inayoendelea huko ili wapate  kusaidika. 

(Hon. Chepsongol stands in his place)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): That was Hon. Kakerel. Order! Hon Chepsongol I have not heard you, I have not seen you I am still talking to Hon. Kakerel. I have heard you. 

If you want to speak you know what to do. You press the mic, I have to see it flickering green
Hon. Lotela: Mr. Speaker I think there are some riddles here. When we go as per the question,  it is clear that the project for 2013/14 is complete and it is up to the Majority Leader to confirm the complete projects. He only need like 30 minutes to get all of them from the Finance department. Mr. Speaker the Majority Leader has some people to do that work, it is not him. When he says he is looking for man I wonder what for. He will be going to Ravine and doing other things. 

Secondly, the same issue on 2014/15, 2015/16 Financial Years. It is not all Wards that have problems but it is good to have a report for the Financial Year to show progress of the projects. It is like two pages just the way this order paper appears.  But I don’t know why the Majority Leader seems to have developed a bit of laxity and that is how laziness starts and grows. So even if you are the Majority Leader don’t allow your members to cultivate a culture of laziness in you. When they are giving you one month they don’t want you to work. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Chepsongol now you have known how to operate the machine. 

Hon. Chepsongol: You know I was on a point of order that time. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Is it still a point of order?

Hon. Chepsongol: No Mr. Speaker I have dropped it. I want to request members that we as the elected members don’t have to mislead our fellow members that the Majority Leader should come up with the answer within two weeks. We have been here and we know all the steps which you can take for you to get the answers for these questions. As I sit down I remembered that yesterday the Majority Leader tabled a quarterly report which contains what the members are asking. Maybe we shall get the answers for other questions on several issues. I beg members that as we laugh, Hon member from Silale said that you only log in to the computer and Hon Betty said that you get it from the secretary. That is wrong; there are steps to be followed. So the Assembly will get the information from the CO or the CEC. Get that one from me.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, I have seen a lot of greens but I don’t think it is necessary. I have just been looking around and I am seeing the Majority Leader is a holder of an office in this Assembly. He knows where and what and how. In his own wisdom he has asked for one week and I have seen members some sympathizing by saying that he needs more time. He has not said it. So he knows that within a week he will be able to get the answer. 

(Applause)

But taking my liberty,  I want to hit the middle ground and say some people have given him a month, he himself has asked for a week. I will give him two weeks. So Leader of Majority you have got doubled measure of what you asked for. So I believe after two weeks you should be able to give us the answers. Next, clerk!
(Hon Selemoi stands in his place)

Hon Selemoi I thought we finished this one. Is it on the same issue? I have already ruled anything you want to say on that particular issue let it come after two weeks. It is not a motion anyway. 

(Statement deferred)

Let’s just move on members we have another statement, Hon Sam Lourien Limo.

Outbreak of Malaria in Tirioko
Hon. Lourien (The Minority Leader): Mr. Speaker I rise to seek a statement from the Majority Leader party on the following matters of concern;

I. If he is aware that there is an outbreak of malaria in Tirioko Ward which has so far claimed 15 lives particularly in the following areas; Akoret, Kapau, Kongor, Rotu, Kulal, Lokis, Korelach, Chesetim

II. If he is further aware that the teams from Kenya Red Cross and that from Tiaty Sub- County public health were sent to the said areas to do surveillance and hand over the report to the County executive member in charge of health. 

III. If he is aware that the County Government has so far not responded to the report

IV. What measures will the County Government take to expeditiously respond to the adverse situation experienced in the aforementioned areas.

I think it will not be a tradition that after asking these questions we will wait for another one month to receive the answers.  Remember this is a matter of urgency and it involves lives. As we are speaking this morning a received calls that we lost lives in that region. As much as Majority Leader will look for time I will suggest to you Mr. Speaker that he gives us the answer tomorrow afternoon. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Leader of Majority you have heard the questions and the member is requesting that he gets the answer tomorrow afternoon. He is requesting, or before the Majority Leader answers I can see there are some greens. Let’s see who is coming first. That is Hon. Parkei.
Hon. Parkei: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir let me first thank the Hon. Member from Tirioko Ward. This is a matter of County urgency because it is our lives and the lives of our people that are being lost. Before the Majority responds I think the question should be directed to the department of health because we have constituted the committees and the Chairman of health is in the House. The committee of health should take up the matter from today and I know we still have the CEC of health and he can take action with immediate effect. Thank you

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Selemoi.
Hon. Selemoi: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I want to congratulate the member of Tirioko Ward for bringing this important statement on the outbreak of Malaria in the area. It is of grave importance, people are dying but it is not only in his Ward but also in my Ward people are suffering and I want to be enjoined in his statement and to wait for your ruling whether the statement will still go the Leader of Majority or the Sectoral Committee on Health that as we await the answers and prayers the Hon member has requested.  We will request the respondent to not only include his Ward alone but also cast the net wider. Malaria outbreak right now is rampant especially in Tiaty Sub-County, it has strained the resources of the Ministry of Health and we will wish that the CEC of that ministry and the departments to move fast and engage other stakeholders to rescue the situation. We will not wish to have more deaths than what we have heard.

I want to congratulate the CS Hon. Mailu who has responded today, he made a statement annulling the earlier statement by our CEC when he said the situation was of catastrophic state. That is my inclusion that the focus should also go further than Tirioko Ward, thank you Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Makal: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I appreciate the member for having brought this question seeking a statement. I think the issue is very urgent. Last weekend I attended a peace rally in Chemukutan and we lost a kid because of Malaria. I tried to rush the kid to the hospital using my car but unfortunately the seven year old kid passed on.  I request this House to rise to the occasion. There is this issue of the nurses strike, we want to send them home because if they were on duty I think lives would have been saved. It is a challenge to this House that the people have elected you to represent them. 

I am happy that we can no longer pump more questions to the Majority Leader because we have the committee of health in place. They should work hand in hand with the Majority Leader so that we can save lives. I want to say the issue of malaria has hit the larger Tiaty, people are dying and we really request that the Majority Leader and the committee of health should work to ensure that there is sanity and saving of lives in Tiaty. Thank you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Charles Kosgei.

Hon. Kosgei: As I thank the Hon. Member who came up with this issue over the health matter… Mr. Speaker this is an emergency and it needs the attention of everybody in the County, we have nurses who are on strike and we don’t know whether this is malaria or about the striking nurses. So in my view as one of the members said let these nurses go home, we have nurses who have trained and are at home, let us absorb them because we cannot afford losing people day in day out and we sit here claiming we are representing them. Mr. Speaker I beg that it is either the nurses come back and perform their duties or they go and we absorb those who are at home, thank you Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Aengwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I actually rise to contribute on this matter of urgent County importance. Losing lives is in this century when we have medics… Mr. Speaker, Malaria is a curable disease unlike other terminal diseases and I would like to also thank that the ministry of health for taking action.

Mr. Speaker sir, nurses are actually standing for their rights and they are not the ones who caused Malaria in Tiaty. I think we should separate the two and therefore I would like to say the Government of the day is to blame if we have no medics in Tiaty but we cannot sit and watch people die, we must shout to the Government so that they can do all that is possible to rescue those people because that is a pandemic and I really sympathize when I watch in the main stream media and the social media what is going on in our County. You will sympathize Mr. Speaker sir and therefore we must shout for action be taken.

The committee in charge of Health must actually rise to the occasion even as they were constituted just today they must take the responsibility with the Majority Leader and give an answer in the shortest time possible. I beg to stop there, thank you. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Betty.
Hon. Birchogo: Thank you Mr. Speaker I hope Hon. Members are able to watch news because if you watched news yesterday you could have seen what is happening in Tiaty, it was covered in KTN, NTV and even Citizen TVs, you would see children dying, women vomiting, I also saw a clip of a pregnant woman and people were exorcising the disease from that woman, just imagine that is the situation where people are left to opt for in such a century and we the leaders of Baringo are watching. 

Mr. Speaker I think it is high time for us to look in to that so that there will be no one who has to die because of malaria at this age because we can prevent and even cure malaria.  I believe as members of this House, I want to urge the Speaker to see the urgency of committee of health that they should meet immediately and be tasked to have that as their first emergency issue to rise to it, Mr. Speaker I believe that if we take that as a priority we are going to have delivered to the people of Baringo.  I beg to stop there.  Thank you. 

Hon. Tarus: Mr. Speaker sir,  I want to contribute to this very important statement, first is that the loss of lives is not acceptable, because if we are losing lives at this age and time then that means we have a big problem in this County, and I believe Mr. Speaker sir that we should move with speed to ensure that we mobilize the personnel regardless of who they are, should they be the uniformed force or from the health fraternity so that they can move there and contain the situation.

Mr. Speaker as I saw and also read from the mass media, I saw they were hanging the drips on branches of trees which to me shows that there is need to ensure in future that we have proper health facilities in Tiaty and I concur with the other members who said the sectoral committee on health should work hand in hand with the Majority Leader but it should go beyond that because we have to mobilize the Executive to move very fast so that we can have this problem contained within the shortest time possible.

Mr. Speaker as we talk now,  we don’t know whether the personnel have not reached there that means that more people continues to suffer and possibly dying which is a very bad situation. The other thing that I would also want to propose is that there is need for preventive health care so that a vaccine to prevent the same be given if it is there or if not those people be provided with mosquitoes nets and that should be done to the whole Sub-County and the surrounding environs otherwise I do believe that this time the people concerned should be on the ground and if not they should be answerable for the delay.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Tarus… Yes Hon. Cheboiwo

Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I am wondering because we are reacting before the Majority Leader gives us the Government stand, so let us allow the Majority Leader to give us the Government stand about this issue.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member, I want to thank you for that, this is an emerging issue; a matter that we are a privy to and it is touching us deeper that is why I have allowed members to ventilate because we will have to agree that as a House we must be a live to what is happening within our County…Yes Hon. Member from Tangulbei.

Hon. Mailuk: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I just want to comment on this matter that MCA from Tirioko Ward has raised. Mr Speaker, as you know that this is an emergency issue and anything emergency needs to be addressed promptly. I appreciate that most of the members from this Assembly have seen from the media what happened in that Ward and now my proposal is that the health committee should be sent to that place with immediate effect because if we will wait for the Majority Leader to respond or health committee to react we will be losing a lot of lives 

Mr. Speaker, if we consider what the Hon. Member from Tirioko Ward said which was that even today in the morning several other people lost their lives.  My request is that the health committee should take action and respond swiftly by even sending nurses to that place and help those people. This Mr. Speaker is… to my understanding those areas of Kongor, Chesotim and the region at large do not have any hospital; they have to travel for over forty kilometers to get a health facility like a dispensary and that means we have to do something, thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members, I think we have heard from a number of members, this was an important issue that is why I allowed them to ventilate. It is quite clear that this is a matter that needs urgent attention we already have the committee on health in place fully constituted, we have a Chairperson and the members of that committee knows their Chairperson so I direct that this matter be dealt with by the Committee on Health, the Chairman of that committee should immediately work on it and come up with a report.

I think we will have to see how fast they can go and ask them to give us a report tomorrow at 2:30pm because we must start somewhere. 

(Applause)
Because this is an emergency and we would not want people to continue dying. And so that we don’t condemn that Chairperson.  If the Chairperson for Health Committee is here,  we would wish to ask him to say something if he wishes to.

Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I would like to say this is an emergency that we need to actually look in to as fast as possible because when it is about losing lives, that life gone will never be recovered and you know malaria outbreak as shown in today’s Nation paper where there is a man with child being helped by a KDF officer that means the magnitude has gone high and also there was a woman on a drip under a tree Mr. Speaker speaks a lot. So I would like to tell this Hon. House that we will try as much as possible to get any report and present to the House by tomorrow in the afternoon because what I know is that anything that has gone to the media...

Mr. Speaker this has now affected two Counties, that is;  Marsabit and Baringo and it is clear that this is a time of malaria outbreak so even us the Hon. Members we are not safe while here.  Mr. Speaker suppose we have that outbreak here while we have no medics what will happen to us? So we need to respond very first before the monster comes to us. Mr. Speaker we will try as a committee to have a report by tomorrow afternoon.

(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Chairman we will need a report not just any report but a useful report. Hon. Members we are almost through… anything urgent?

Hon. Lemlem: Just a point of information, thank you Mr. speaker sir, being a member of Health Committee I want to agree with my Chairman that this is an emergency issue and by that nature then we need to hit the road running .  I would kindly request for your indulgence and that of the Chairman if it is possible that the members of the committee to meet immediately at the rise of the Assembly so that by tomorrow we will have useful information and actions that will ensure that no more life is lost in Tiaty. Thank you.

(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Lemlem, your Chairman has heard that and I believe you will proceed to convene the meeting.

(Statement deferred)

ADJOURNMENT

Order Hon. Members! This House stands adjourned till tomorrow the 5th Oct.2017 at 2:30Pm          

The House rose at 3:35PM
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